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Flight Sgt Robert Edwin Tinham WWII 

 
 

 

Flight Sgt Robert Edwin Tinham was 

born on 16 April 1917 and his mother 

was an Australian nurse called 

Margaret Tew, shown in the 

photograph (Figure 1), but his father 

was unknown, although rumoured to 

be a doctor. Clearly a very difficult 

situation for a young woman at that 

time, and obviously most distressing 

for her as with great reluctance, she 

gave him up for adoption before 

returning to Australia. 

Alec, a Keatinge gamekeeper, and 

Elsie Tinham, a Keatinge 

housekeeper, were at that time, 

childless and believed that they were 

unable to have children and adopted 

Robert, who was known as Bobby and 

then Bob. 

(Figure 2) is a photo of Bobby with his 

adopted mother in the form of a 

postcard which was sent to his 

natural mother, then living in 45 

Hollywood Grove, Melbourne, (Figure 

3) here as it is today. 

 

 
Figure 1 - FSGT Tinham's Mother Margaret Tew 
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Figure 2 - Elsie Tinham with baby Robert 

 

 

 

 
Figure 3 - 45 Hollywood Grove, Melbourne 

 

 

 

The Tinhams were clearly loving and excellent parents living at the time in Kiln Cottage, 

Teffont Evias (Figure 4), shown here as it is today but when Bobby was living there it was 

just a two up two down cottage.  
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Figure 4 - Kiln Cottage Teffont Evais 

Some six or seven years after adopting Bobby they had their own child, a daughter, Joan, 

who was the mother of Mrs Sarah Wilson. Bobby was baptised in 1929, and (Figure 5) is a 

copy of his baptismal certificate.   
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Figure 5 - Robert Tinham Baptismal Certificate 

 

Bobby was a very bright boy and gained entrance to the Bishops Wordsworth in Salisbury 

and successfully completed his Oxford University local examination shown in (Figure 6) 

newspaper clipping, school certificate (Figure 7) and school report (Figure 8). After leaving 

school he became an accounts clerk and married Flossie Waterman, of Wilton on 30 

September 1939, just after the outbreak of the war, they lived at 68, The Hollows, Wilton 

(Figure 9) and it is believed they had a child but I don’t know where they are today. 
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Figure 6 - News Paper Clipping 
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Figure 7 - School Certificate 
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Figure 8- School Report 
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Figure 9 - 68 The Hollows Wilton Salisbury 

 

 

 

 

 

He enlisted in the RAF on 3 June 1940 and was sent to the recruit centre at Uxbridge, in 

October, after which he attended a variety of training units until in September 1941 he was 

posted to the air observer and navigation school. From there in December he went to the 

school of general reconnaissance and was posted to 143 Squadron on 20 March 1942 as a 

Cpl navigator initially in Northern Ireland as a training Squadron and then subsequently 

moving to North Coates in the Lincolnshire in August 1942, where he would conduct convoy 

patrols and air sea rescue. In December 1942 he was posted to 144 Squadron, which was 

stationed at Leuchars in Scotland at that time and in January 1943 the Squadron converted 

to the Bristol Type 156 Beaufighter 

 

 
Figure 10 - Bristol Beaufighter 
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The squadron’s role was to attack enemy submarines and convoys. On 15 May 1943 he was 

posted with the squadron to North Africa flying out of an airfield called Protville 2 in Tunisia 

(Figure 11), some 25 km north-west of Tunis and another picture Figure 12), but no sign 

 

 
Figure 11 - Protville 2 in Tunisia 

 
Figure 12 - Protville 
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of the airfield, which was built by the Americans and 144 Squadron shared the airfield with 

two American squadrons 415 and 416 equipped with the A20 Havocs (Figure 13).  

 

 
Figure 13 - US A20 Havocs 

 

 

(Figure 14) is a photo of a Beaufighter actually at Protville airfield  

 
Figure 14 - Beaufighter at Protville II 

Bob wrote at least two letters home during his time in Africa, one to his adopted mother 

and the other to his adopted sister Joan and both of these are reproduced here on the 

slides. In the letter to his mother (Figure 15), he assures her that he will be okay and saying 

sorry that he was unable to get to see her before deploying overseas as it happened so 

quickly. 
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Figure 15 - Bobs Letter to His Mother 

 

His letter (Figure 16) to his sister is wishing her a happy birthday and as far as we know may 

have been the last letter he ever wrote dated 18 Jul eight days before his death. 
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Figure 16 - Bobs Letter to his adopted sister 

It was during an attack on enemy shipping off the coast of Sardinia on 26 July 1943, that his 

Bristol Beaufighter was shot down. (Figure 17), shows a page from a classified American 

report, which as you can see has been declassified and describes the very action in which 

Bob Tinham met his end.  
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Figure 17 - US Report 

 

The Beaufighter that he was flying was LX784 when he was shot down and a drawing of this 

very aircraft is shown in (Figure 18). 

 

 
Figure 18 - Bristol Beaufighter Tunisia 1943 

All those who flew in the Mediterranean and lost their lives are commemorated on the 

Malta Memorial, here we see a copy of the war graves commission certificate for Bob which 

shows the same Memorial in the back ground. 
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We remember Bob and honour his sacrifice. 

 


