Private Harold Walter Randall WWI

First World War, Private Harold Walter Randall only discovered during research that the
Guards were granted the privilege of calling their private soldiers Guardsman by King
George V, in November 1918, and therefore shortly after the death of Private Randall.

Private Randall was born in Brixton Deverill in 1899 to Samuel George Randall and his
mother Harriet Randall. Samuel was born in Blandford St Mary in Dorset, whilst Harriet was
at Chilmark girl. Shortly after Harold’s birth his parents moved to Longbridge Deverill and 83
Sand Street, and (Figure 1) is a photo of the cottage as it is today in which they lived.

Figure 1 - 83 Sand Street, Longbridge Deverill

By 1911, the Randall’s were living in Chilmark, and (Figure 2) is a photo of the current
cottages in which they lived and in the 1911 census the parents and seven siblings were
living in three rooms.
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Figure 2 - Chilmark Cottages

Samuel was at varying times a carter, farm labourer, and a groom and had lived in the
Countess at Amesbury, Brixton Deverill, Hill Deverill, Longbridge Deverill, Chilmark and on



the death of his son somewhere in Teffont Magna, but | have been unable to identify the
house in Magna that he and his family lived in.

In 1916, conscription was introduced and all those over the age of 18, were conscripted.
Harold was attested in September 2016, at the age of 17 and was transferred to the reserve.
He was mobilised on 30 January 1917 and the following day he reported to Caterham
Barracks (Figure 3) and | have been unable to discover why he joined the Coldstream
Guards, but it may have been a matter of which regiments required more troops.
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Figure 3 - Caterham Barracks

He spent almost exactly one year at Caterham, which was not that unusual because by 1916

- 17, the training system had become well-established. He may also have been restricted by
virtue of his age as well.
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Figure 4 - Caterham Barracks The Blocks



On 2 February 1918 he was posted and the war diary (Figure 5) of the Second Battalion the
Coldstream Guards shows the arrival of a draft of 94 other ranks on 6 February 1918 when
the Battalion was based at Arras prison, France (Figure 6) undergoing training.

re 3
o ‘ WAR DIARY o » }/ Army Form C. 2118,
telligenon or ) grw»\.wj ’I'Jf\ < e
ﬁeﬁiﬁ' TR BN O BAFNERARE A
[Eruse heading nat voquired) 2ed B Co[o{sff camn Gu,;.
: il
] gl W i R ey AL A hppediw
Ll Y
the  Feb. | Billets in ARMS,  Traluing, |
Pleld, | 1st |
1918,
4 m| The Battalion paraded sbout 4,80 Pans and mavohed to Q! Dump, ARAS, thense emtraining te L
» | PAPOUX Statlon, arriving sbout 6 pems The Ba.talien then marched to the Frent Line ®
| trenches, relieving parts of the 1st & 2nd Bebteliens Seots Guerds, The frent taken
aver by bhe Battelion was a new Sechor allotted to the lst Guards Erigade.
Sed, | From Line Trenches.
4th, de,
bth, da, (Casualty = 1 0Re wounded)
Sth. The Battalien was relieved by the 2nd Battalion érenadisr Guards about 8 p,me. and marehed
badk to FAUPOUX Station, thence entraining to Q! DmLmd marohing te billets in
‘ the PRISON, ARRAS, A draft of 94 O.R. joined the Battalien,
| otn, PRISON, A4S,  Tralning,
| 8th. de. do,
| #th, de, do,
i b 4 peraed ot § pio sl mrolnd ta 10! Dup, ALTAS, Shones entratnlng to
lmni Tb;m %&‘: on, :gi n.:chil: teo the Support Lins Trmn’u, rellmm the 1t Battalien
: Irish Guards,
1th, | Support Line Trencnes, Fabigues, Le
b 12th, do, de, L
‘mu.: o, a/tdoubt §40.Lodbkinson Jolmed the Bettn. ‘
i
" 14th. The Bastalion was relieved by tie 2nd Baitallon Grenadier Guards aboub 545 peus snd
4 ‘ ;-:--ied. i e Front Line Provenos relieving the 1st Bettns Irish Guavds,
‘ 1 Cont:inued,
: I i A3 WeWaoryisy 7snp00 86 D.D.&L Lad, FormeCansd/1y,

Figure 5 - War Diary 1918

Figure 6 - Arras Prison France

It is most likely that Harold was a member of this draft. The Regiment has no record of
which company Harold was posted to, or indeed any of his movements up until his death.
However, it is safe to assume that as he died of his wounds in 3 Field Ambulance, which was
one of the Field ambulances that supported the Guards Division, he remained with the
Second Battalion throughout. The Battalion led a rather nomadic existence moving every
few days between the front-line trenches, the supporting trenches, the reserve positions
and training camps. (Figure 7) shows their movements from the moment Harold joined
them until his death which | will show on the next picture (Figure 8).



Let me explain this slide — the 1st Guards Brigade of which the Second Coldstream were a

part held front-line trenches astride the Arras to Douai railway line and their support
trenches were in the area to the rear and to the east of Arras
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Figure 7 - Movements Map

You will have all seen numerous photos of First World War trenches and documentaries
showing the terrible conditions, particularly in winter, however, not to disappoint by include
one of the first guards Brigade

Figure 8 - WWI Trenches

This one is probably of a temporary nature. Let me read from the History of the Guards
Division at the time Harold joined 2 CGds in the Arras sector. (Figure 7) Map again



Throughout this whole period there is a constant trickle of soldiers being killed and
wounded, particularly when in the front-line trenches, but also in the support line trenches
and sometimes when in reserve. You will see from the map that the Brigade moved from
front-line trenches to the East of Arras to front-line trenches, South West of Arras. This was
caused by the major German offensive which started on 21 March 1918 and is shown more
clearly on this in(_:I_q (Figure 9).
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Figure 9 - German Offensive

You can see that the front to the south of the Guards Division was forced westwards and the
Guards Division was moved South West onto the flank of this German salient and this is
shown more clearly on the next slide (Figure 10).
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Figure 10 - German offensive



Despite this enormous offensive 20,000 British dead and 35,000 wounded on the first day
the war diary of the Second Battalion shows little in the way of change in their routine,
other than the location has moved to the South West. Whilst this major offensive was still
taking place the Battalion left the line to train and for example spent the whole of June
1918, in a training camp. Bavincourt sports day (Figure 11)

It is not clear when Harold was wounded and we do not know how long he survived his
wounds but it is quite possible that he was wounded towards the end of July 1918, when
the Battalion was in the area of Ransart. There happened to be an American artist, John
Singer Sargent, in this area in 1918, and (Figure 11) we see some of his paintings titled
sunken road at Ransart, dugout at Ransart (Figure 12) and the gates at Chateau Ransart
(Figure 13).

Figure 12 - Sunken road at Ransart

He also happened to be an invalid in a field hospital for a time and (Figure 15) shows a
painting of the scene in the hospital.



Figure 15 - Field Hospital



(Figure 16) is the page from the Coldstream Guards war diary for the second half of July
1918 and you can see that there are a steady trickle of casualties, mostly on account of gas,
so it is quite possible that Harold died from the effects of gas poisoning. He died on 4 August
1918, and (Figure 17) shows the entry for the day in the 3 Field ambulance war diary for 4

August.

Figure 16- War Diary

Of interest on this page is the fact that the Field ambulance is tending to American
casualties and have been given instructions as to how they should be reported.

Figure 17- War Diary



Harold is buried in the Bellacourt military cemetery, and (Figures 18 and 19) are a number of
shots of the cemetery and his very grave stone can be identified. He was only 19 at the time
of his death.
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Figure 19 - Bellacourt Cemetery

We remember Harold and honour his sacrifice.



